Writing Thesis Protocol

Medical Education Unit, University College of Medical Sciences, Delhi

The first step in writing a postgraduate thesis is preparing a protocol that must be approved by the Protocol Committee of the Research Cell of the institution. This document must clearly outline the proposed research in the format recommended by the University of Delhi. After a final approval by the University, it is considered an official document, and the thesis work must conform to the approved protocol.

General Guidelines

The recommended format of Thesis-Protocol for the University of Delhi is as follows:

AMENDMENT TO APPENDIX -II TO ORDINANCE V AND VII OF THE ORDINANCES OF THE UNIVERSITY RELATING TO POST-GRADUATE, SUPER-SPECIALTY (D.M.-M.Ch) AND Ph.D COURSES

	Title Page 
	Page- 1

	Certificate from Institution 
	Page-2

	Summary of Protocol
	Page-3

	Introduction/ background including lacunae in existing knowledge
	Page-4

	Brief review of literature
	Page-5-7

	Objectives of research project
	Page-8

	Patients/ Subjects/ Materials and Methods including plan of statistical evaluation
	Page-9-11

	Index of references (Vancouver system of references)
	Page-12-13

	Appendix, if any (Data Sheet, Consent form, etc.)
	


Other technicalities:

· Four copies to be submitted 

· Pages: Generally should not exceed 13 (appendices extra)

· Font size:12

· A4 size paper

· Line spacing: Double space

· Margins: At least 2.5 cm on both sides

· Margins: Justified

HOW TO USE THIS TEMPLATE

This protocol template can be used to develop a thesis protocol for the MD / MS courses of Delhi University.

It contains sections “A” TO “H” defined in the University Calendar, and amplifies them for ease of use. However, there are some sections which will not be needed in every study. When you identify such a section (e.g. the one on interventional studies, and your study does not have an intervention) you should delete it.

Instructions and / or sample text is provided in strike-through text to generate ideas of what should be included in some of the sections. The key-words are in bold italics to ensure that you do not miss putting in essential information.

‘Track changes’ is enabled in the template, so the sample text has strike-through running through it. Thus, when you have finished inserting your own text in the template, you simply need to go to ‘Review’ on the tool bar and select ‘accept all changes’; the sample text will disappear and your text will be inserted instead. 
Check for grammar, spelling and spacing, and you are done!

You can download this document from the MEU website <MedicalEducationUnit.yolasite .com> and work on it directly.

The Template for Writing Thesis Protocol   begins from the next page.


Title of thesis: 
Protocol of Thesis to be submitted to the University of Delhi towards the partial fulfillment of the requirement for the Degree of  
(Batch   )

Candidate: 





Signature: 




____________________________
Supervisor: 




 

Signature:




____________________________
Co-supervisor: 



 


Signature:




_______________________________

Co-supervisor: 



 


Signature:




_______________________________

Place: Department of 
University College of Medical Sciences and GTB Hospital, Delhi-95

 SUMMARY OF PROTOCOL


Study title: 
Rationale: 
Objective: 
Setting: 
Study design: 
Time frame: 
Population/ participants: 
Sample size: 
Methods: 
Outcome measures: 
Statistical analysis: 

 INTRODUCTION 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 


 AIM AND OBJECTIVES

Aim: 
Primary Objectives: 

Secondary objectives: 

 MATERIAL AND METHODS


Setting:
Duration:
Type of study:
SUBJECTS:
Sample size:
Place: 
Inclusion criteria: 
Exclusion criteria: 
Method of Randomization: 
Process of randomization and blinding:
Stopping rules: 
Procedures and conditions for breaking the codes 
INTERVENTION/PROCEDURE: 




Instruments 
Frequency and duration of intervention.
Procedures and schedules 
Dosage, formulations, schedules, duration of drug treatments
Withdrawal criteria



OUTCOME MEASURES
Primary Outcome Measures: 
Secondary Outcome Measures 
Flow diagram 
DATA MANAGEMENT AND STATISTICAL ANALYSIS


Data handling 
Coding 
Statistical methods proposed 
Reasons for the sample size :

Power of the study: 
Level of significance: 

 REFERENCES 

ANNEXURE I
CASE RECORD FORM 
ANNEXURE II

INFORMED CONSENT FORM

I ______________________ son/daughter/wife of ________________________resident of

___________________________________give my full, free and voluntary consent to be

included as a subject in the study entitled. I have been explained, in my own language, and to my full satisfaction, the aim and nature of the study and risks and benefits. I have also been explained that my confidentiality will be maintained and all the investigations/ interventions will be carried out only after my consent is obtained. I am aware of my right to opt out of the study at any point without giving any reason, and without penalty or loss of routine care benefits.

Name 





Signature/Thumb impression
Date and time

Participant or Parent/Guardian

_____________________________           ____________________________   ______________

Witness

_____________________________           ____________________________   ______________ Doctor

_____________________________           ____________________________   ______________

CONSENT FORM IN HINDI 

ANNEXURE III

PARTICIPANT INFORMATION SHEET

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 


